
Thanksgiving is a time of traditions. Most of the traditions we observe 
in relation to Thanksgiving are like that. Relatively thoughtful, 
reserved and properly reverent, but there is one tradition which never 
fails to get national attention that annoys me to some extent. 

I'm talking about the annual presidential pardoning of a Thanksgiving 
turkey. Whose harebrained idea was this? Why does a turkey need a 
pardon...a presidential one at that? This has to be one of the most 
absurd things to come down the pike since the hoopla surrounding 
Punxatawny Phil seeing his shadow every February 2nd. From the 
admittedly limited research I've done on the subject, the tradition goes 
back at least to when President Harry Truman mentioned it in 1947, 
and it's been pretty much standard fare every Thanksgiving since 
then. The Republican bashers are quick to point out that George H.W. 
Bush did it "officially" for the first time in 1989 but, from what I can tell, 
every President since good old Harry T. has been guilty of the act at 
least once during their term in office. President Obama carried on the 
tradition in 2009, granting forgiveness for some fowl deed to a 
butterball from Princeton named "Courage." As one wag put it, it's the 
stuffing of legend. 

Benjamin Franklin thought the turkey was a noble bird and felt it 
should have been the national bird instead of the bald eagle. I’m fairly 
certain it was the wild turkey he was enamored of though; I've been 
told that domesticated turkeys are pretty stupid birds. The word 
"turkey" has come to mean a failure, a dud, someone who is totally 
useless. It may be an urban legend, but I've heard that they can 
drown if you let them stand out in the rain. Sort of like two-legged 
sheep with wings and feathers instead of wool. 

Perhaps God looks at us like that. He calls us his sheep, but I 
suppose you could call us a flock of turkeys. Too stupid to follow the 
rules he gave us, so he relaxed the rules and gave us some 
forgiveness and grace. A heavenly pardon, so to speak. 
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For our national leaders and world leaders  as 
they lead their respective nations. 
For our troops  in Afghanistan, Bosnia, Korea, Iraq, 
Liberia, Haiti and other places. 
For the “people in the box”-- the lost in  our 
families and community.  
For those who are being martyred and 
persecuted for Christ in our own time 
For marriage to stand  in our laws as God 
ordained it. 
For the church in Siliguri and Naresh Chhetri 
and Ashok Basfor  
For the churches in Honduras and Haiti who 
partner with us in the gospel  
Jim Young  (Terri Young’s husband) has stabilized.  
Peggy Hollback  Continuing peritoneal dialysis until 
kidney transplant. Cards appreciated. Transplant 
tentatively planned after holidays. In Columbus 
soon for back procedure.  
Loren Riley  (Jamie’s brother) diagnosed with rare 
form of lung cancer. Cards to 4912 Beaver Pike, 
Beaver 45613. 
Valerie Lemaster  lymph node surgery on 
Wednesday, at home now, waiting results of 
biopsy. 
Sonja Brooks  (friend of Steve) having a bone 
marrow transplant soon at OSU. 
Dick Havens  at home recuperating.  
John Gampp  had a good check up at the 
Cleveland Clinic on Monday. 
Sara Gilliland  consulting neurosurgeon for back 
pain.  
Vivian Woodworth  (now living in Searcy, Ark) 
having problems with kidney stones. Cards to 801 
South Benton, Apt 3-100; Searcy, Ark 72143 
Nancy Clark  (June Book’s niece in S Carolina, 
suffering with lupus) recuperating from mini-stroke.  
Jim Cunningham  now in Riverbend. Cards to 900 
Pirate Dr., Wheelersburg 45694.  
Dave Gable  (friend of the Rase family) now home, 
still needing prayer.  
Julie Miller  was at the Cleveland Clinic on Friday 
for tests re chronic migraine headaches.  

Debbie Bowen  (Steve’s cousin in Florida) being 
tested for possible MS. 
Dee Duduit (Troy Gahm’s sister) at home but 
weak. 
Janet Risner  had rotator cuff surgery on Friday at 
SOMC. Home recuperating now.  
Bud Coriell  Stage 4 cancer and seizures. Cards 
and prayers appreciated. 791 Coriell Rd; 
Portsmouth 45662. 
Ruth White  (Sarah Gilliland’s sister) now at home 
recuperating from surgery.  
Garnet Lindeman  showing some improvement 
lately. Staying with Nancy, her daughter 
Alan Graff being treated for cancer of the lung and 
kidney. Meds causing problems with blood 
pressure and pulse.  
Henry Mason  showing some improvement. Cards 
to Alexandria House, 811 Findlay St, Portsmouth 
45662. 
Jeanie Williams  (P J McGaughey’s mother) being 
treated for multiple myeloma at the James Cancer 
Center. 
 
Sympathy Extended  
To the family of Susan Book  (Aunt of Rich Book) 
who passed on Thursday. Visitation is Sunday and 
funeral is Monday at Dry Run church of Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Details for all of these events are posted on the 
bulletin board in the foyer. 
11/20  Shepherds Prayer 
11/23  Fourth Sunday PM Services 
11/30  Sunday PM Youth Service 
11/30  Thanksgiving Service 
12/1  Sweet Monday Christmas Tea 
12/1-25 The Coming of Jesus 
12/31  New Years Eve Celebration 
1/23-24 Ohio Winter Lectures, Columbus 
 

Worship Leaders Class  
This evening at 5 pm. See Judi Allison.  
 

Singing  
Singing here at the building at 6 pm each Sunday 
night.  
 



Fourth Sunday PM Service  
Fourth Sunday PM services Shawn Gragg will be 
preaching for us.  
 

Shepherds’ Prayer Service  
Thursday, November 20, 7:30 pm.  

Thanksgiving Service  
Our special service for Thanksgiving is set for 
Sunday morning, November 30. Four of our men 
will be giving their personal thanks and praise to 
the Father for the blessings that He has given in 
their lives. Start praying now for the men who will 
speak: PJ Glauder, Eric Meredith, Pete Kouns, 
David Bradshaw.  
 

Men’s James Group Grows  
The men’s James Group has been meeting on 
Wednesday nights for about a year. A second 
group is meeting now on Sunday nights during 
class time beginning tonight in Room 8. 
 

Women’s James Group Starts  
Last Sunday evening the women’s James group 
began to meet here at the building at 5 pm each 
Sunday evening. See Cheryl V or Penny B or 
Heather G or Joanna M or Ellen D for details.  
 

  
 Between now and the first 
week of December, we are 
collecting money to provide 
coats, hats and gloves for 
needy students in the 
Minford Schools. Teachers 
and administrators will be 

identifying the students who have need. $40.00 
will cover a coat, hat and gloves for the student. 
Please give your money to Kristine Coriell, 
Eugene Risner or Laryssa Grashel.  
 

Celebrate!  
Last Sunday morning at the 
conclusion of our services, Emily 
Cram  confessed her faith in 
Jesus and was baptized into 
Christ by her father, Matt. It was a 
great way to end our service! 
Congratulations to Emily and all of 
her family on making the most 
important step in life and eternity by obeying the 
gospel of our Lord.  
 

Theme for December  
Our classes on Wednesday night and Sunday in 
December up through Christmas will be on the 
theme of the coming of Jesus into our world. Elders 
and ministers will be leading the classes. This is the 
tentative schedule for the month: 
 

Sunday PM   Wednesday PM  
12/7 Jon Coriell  12/10 Don Coriell 
12/14 TBA  12/17 Rich Book 
12/21 TBA  12/24 Steve Miller  
12/28  4th Sunday Preaching Service 

 
 New Year’s Eve Celebration  
Wednesday, December 31, after our Bible Study, all 
are invited to stay at the building and bring the New 
Year in together. More details coming. 
 
 In The News  
Tyler Meredith  (son of Derek and Teresa 
Mooneyham) honored this past week by being 
named to the All-Ohio High School Golf Team. 
Congratulations, Tyler. 
 
 December Sweet Monday  
December Sweet Monday 
will be Dec. 1 at 7PM in the 
annex. We will be having our 
annual Christmas Tea 
including an ornament 
exchange ($5 or less) and a 
craft time for the kiddos! This 
is my favorite Sweet Monday 
of the year--we always have 
a great time! Please plan to join in the fun! We will 
be enjoying some cookies and hot tea and cocoa. 
Any questions please let me know! Thanks, 
Heather. 
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Times  

 

 

Sunday 
Worship - 10:00 am 

Bible Study - 6:30 p.m 
Wednesday 

Bible Study - 7:30 p.m. 
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Prayer 

November 16 
Don Coriell 
Aaron McCray 
Zach Coriell 
Tim Coriell 
Steve Miller 
 
 
Greg Shepherd 
Mark Gampp 
Jeff Hayward 
Jeff Vanatta 
Jacob Book 
 
 
Gabe Coriell 
Mark Villinger 

Puzzle © Copyright 2014 by Alan Graff, Grampy’s Puzzle Page.   http://puzzlepages.blogspot.com  Used by permission. 
Reprinted from November 2009—Solution to the puzzle is at the bottom of page 3 in this bulletin. 

November 23 
Jon Coriell 
Nick Davis 
Aaron McCray 
Caleb Miller 
Jamie Riley 
 
 
Matthew Hoskins 
Rick Coriell 
Ira Coriell 
Troy Gahm 
Jason Coriell 
 
 
Gabe Coriell 
Dewey Cordle 
 

A verse from 1 Thessalonians 5 
has been scrambled with a letter 
substitution code. Determine 
which letters have been 
swapped to reveal the scripture. 


